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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, January 11, 2023, 
opening at 7:31 p.m. Mayor Cowper presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Buchanan, to approve the City Council Agenda for January 
11, 2023, as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. December 14, 2022, Regular Meeting 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12224-12228, DD4811-4836, EFT1730-

1738, STUB187-STUB194; and A/P check #’s 52159-52187 , EFT & ACH 2801-
2820; TOTALING: $275,986.44. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for December 2022.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no committee reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Cowper opened the meeting to the public.  
      
There were 7 people in the audience.  
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Brandon Becker congratulated those who won the election. He noted he was unable to make the 
meeting last month. He would like City Council to consider and start discussing leadership and 
the future of the city, Community Development, Business Development and Redevelopment. Is 
there a plan for John Martin’s retirement? Martin does things that most City Manager’s would 
not do or are not qualified to do. A plan is needed before he retires. He noted with Community 
Development, change happens, and he asked them to think about how do they create and allow 
for development, what fits for this neighborhood. Consider the character and architecture style of 
what is being allowed. He doesn’t feel the two new contemporary homes going up on Garland fit 
with Sylvan Lake. With Business Development the Orchard Lake Road corridor needs to be 
looked at and what is best for the city. He asked them to go beyond what Martin gives them for a 
to do list and start having these conversations.  
 
Becker commented on City Council’s integrity and respect. He expressed his disappointment in 
the November meeting. Disappointed the meeting happened without Mayor Clarke. At the 
December meeting Clarke spoke of his disappointment and concern. He felt City Council should 
have acknowledged and apologized to Clarke. He feels there was a hidden agenda at the 
November meeting. He doesn’t approve of this but would like to move on and forward. He 
thanked them for their service. 
 
Liz Zubrzycki extended an invitation to everyone to join the West Bloomfield Casio Night at 
Farmington Manor, February 3rd, 7:00 p.m. There will games, dancing, food, and music. 
Proceeds go back to the schools. Tickets are $40 a person. Liz congratulated City Council and 
feels they have the ability to lead the city in where it needs to go. She didn’t agree with Becker’s 
comments of disappointment. They are all aware of how things work in preparation for meetings. 
It is time to move forward. She supports everybody. She thanked them for their service. 
 
Nicole Menuck disagreed with Becker’s comments on City Council considering architectural 
styles of homes. That is residential private property for the owner to design. Menuck did agree 
with Becker about conversations being held before a meeting. She noted an email she sent to all 
of council with concerns she had regarding public comments. She would like public comments 
discussed or responded to. She received no response from anyone, and it was not addressed at 
another meeting. She feels they need to do better communicating with residents.  
        
 
CTY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin shared Planning Commission met earlier tonight. This is their new day and time as 
mentioned last month. They started discussing the sign ordinance, which is really big. There are 
three new Commissioners, Bud Krause, Mark Raukar and Jim Cowper as Council 
Representative; Ed Robbins is still Chairing. Martin looks forward to doing great things with 
them.  
        FD-001-23 
Martin addressed the Fire Board and open burning. Back in October Martin sent an email with 
City Council’s knowledge, asking the Tri-City Fire Board to petition West Bloomfield Twp. and 
West Bloomfield Fire to revisit the ordinance to allow open burning with several restrictions. He 
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explained that if there is any nuisance or complaint of open burning, the person would be  
 
required to extinguish it, by the Fire Department. He pointed out that people don’t realize open  
burning encompasses propane or natural gas and they are not currently allowed by ordinance. So 
the thought was for West Bloomfield to revisit it and come up with something that all four 
communities can be allowed to do, when a lot are already happening. Martin expounded, Jerry 
McCallum, from Orchard Lake, sent a letter to all of the fire board members asking them to 
request West Bloomfield Twp to review the ordinance. On their own they decided not to ask 
West Bloomfield Twp. and Fire Dept to revisit it. Martin will now write a letter to West 
Bloomfield Twp. and Fire and say we are asking that they revisit this ordinance. The Fire Board 
should not veto what City Council has discussed. Martin clarified the ordinance has to be the 
same for all three communities by agreement with West Bloomfield Twp.  
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Clarke thanked everyone for being in attendance and making their comments and hopes it will 
continue.  
 
Feather also thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished everyone a happy 2023. She 
pointed out there is only 68 until spring.  
 
Cowper acknowledged he didn’t respond to Clarke’s comments last month because he thought it 
was the proper thing to do. By City Charter the meeting to elect the Mayor/Mayor Pro Tem had 
to be held and is run by the Clerk. Cowper supports Clarke expressing his concerns. He reviewed 
two years ago he threw his hat into the ring to be Mayor and only received two votes and Clarke 
received three and was made Mayor. There was no secret that he would throw his hat into the 
ring again this time. He did call each Councilmember, one at a time, and informed them of his 
wish and asked for their support. Cowper asked Clarke if he is supportive of this council and is 
he supportive of the city residents to do his job of City Council. Clarke felt was being put on the 
spot and feels some of the concerns residents expressed are legitimate. He is skeptical when he 
was the last person Cowper contacted when he knew he had the support he needed. He will do 
his job as City Councilmember as an honest person.  
 
Cowper expressed his appreciation for Menuck’s candor and Brandan Becker. After Brandon 
brought his concerns, the second time, of regarding Martin’s retirement, Cowper did reach out to 
Brandon and agreed they are aware, and they are talking about it. Cowper does feel people 
should have some flexibility on how they will build and design their home. He does hear 
resident’s comments and they may not go on the agenda, but they do hear them and may discuss 
them. 
 
Segal hopes everyone had a restful break. She noted in looking at Sylvan Lake’s crime report, 
there were approximately 200 more miscellaneous crimes in 2022 than in 2021. Segal 
commented on the national standards for such thing as stormwater run-off. She thanked Martin 
and Dryden in preparing reports for Council’s education and understanding of the process. She is 
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grateful the end results will be for the protection of health and safety of our residents as well as 
the quality of water. 
 
Zubrzycki acknowledged he did make a commitment during his campaign to respond to anyone 
who reaches out to him. He did check his email looking at those since his election and only had 
one resident contact and he did respond to her. Zubrzycki stated he was blindsided by the 
comments made last month and listened to them again on cable. He read his written response 
because some of the behavior was not what City Council should be. He is sorry Clarke’s feelings 
were hurt by the outcome of the Mayor vote. He felt Clarke’s comments at the last meeting were 
unfounded, unfortunate and without merit.  
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Appointment to the Board of Review  A2-001-23  

 
Cowper stated there were three applicants and he spoke with them all. He is appointing Luke 
Cassar, to the Board of Review for a three-year term. 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Luke 
Cassar, to the Board of Review for a three-year term. 

 
 Yes:   Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan 
 No:     Clarke 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
b. Ordinance 359 Amending Sec 78-145 Site Plan Review Criteria to Adopt and Enact 

Oakland County’s Stormwater Engineering Design Standards  O-001-23 
          

Martin explained this is required by law. Sylvan Lake has been following these standards for 
years. Cowper asked if this affects the city financially. Martin stated it does not. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt Ordinance 359 enacting Stormwater 
Engineering Design Standards as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
      
c.  Ordinance 360 Adding Article VII, “Illicit Discharge Elimination Program”, to Chapter 30-

Environment         O-002-23 
 

Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt Ordinance 360 adding Article VII, “Illicit 
Discharge Elimination Program” to the Code of Ordinances. 
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 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:    None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
 

d.  Adjourn to Executive Session – Confidential Written Communication from City Attorney 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adjourn to executive session to discuss 
confidential written communication from the City Attorney. 
 
 Yes: Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan, Clarke 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting adjourned to closed session at 8:04 p.m. 
At 8:20 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting. 
         
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


